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      On April 28, Tennessee passed 
the Silver Alert bill into law. With 
Governor Bill Lee’s signature, a 
statewide protocol will now be 
implemented with local law 
enforcement agencies to help find 
missing citizens who have wandered 
due to dementia, physical 
impairment, or disability.  
      The Silver Alert Bill will task the 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
with providing education, 
implementation and tracking. It will 
also create a uniform protocol 
across the state, which officials say 
will significantly strengthen the 
Silver Alert system and provide clear 
instructions for local, inter-agency, 
and media coordination on how to 
respond to calls of vulnerable, 
missing adults who may be 
disoriented and incapable of finding 
their own way home. 
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      A uniform protocol would also 
allow Tennessee to track Silver Alerts 
and gather data about how many are 
issued.   
      With more than 120,000 
Tennesseans living with Alzheimer's 
disease or other forms of dementia, 
it is not uncommon for an older 
adult to wander away from his or her 
home or caregiver. In fact, according 
to Alzheimer’s Tennessee, six out of 
10 dementia sufferers will wander at 
some point during their illness. 
      And now there is a way to ensure 
that law enforcement has the 
protocols to help find these 
individuals, as well as ensuring that 
the public is alerted to the 
disappearances as well. This will 
vastly increase the odds of finding 
these individuals quickly and safely. 
 
                —Kathy Whitaker, Director 
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NET-VAC Meeting  
September 8, 9:30 am 
Trinity Assembly of God,  
617 University Pkwy., Johnson City 
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NET-VAC Meeting 
August 4, 9:30 am 
Trinity Assembly of God,  
617 University Pkwy., Johnson City 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Annual  
Conference on  

Aging  
 

April 26, 2022 

Meadowview Resort & 
Convention Center  
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FTDD/BALLAD MOBILE VACCINATION CLINICS ROBOTIC PETS 
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      Therapy animals are a familiar sight 

at hospitals, schools and long-term care 

facilities, but now FTAAAD can offer the 

benefits of a pet—without any of the 

downsides of a live animal—to older 

adults with dementia or Alzheimer’s 

disease. 

      FTAAAD received a grant from ADRC 

to purchase 55 robotic cats and dogs 

from Joy for All Companion Pets. These 

pets move, purr, and wag their tales in a 

realistic manner, and can be sanitized 

after use to allow for multiple 

“adoptions” of the same animal.  

      Tracey Kendall Wilson of Alzheimer’s 

Tennessee agreed to help with the 

distribution of these pets to the 

consumers who could best benefit from 

them. She “adopted” most of the cats 

and dogs out to residents in memory 

care or other long-term care facilities, 

but some pets went to individuals still 

living at home or with family members. 

      Kendall Wilson has marveled at the 

amazing effects these robotic animals 

can have on those individuals with 

Alzheimer’s or dementia—in one 

instance a resident spoke her first words 

in months after being given a pet. 

Similar positive results have also been 

seen in several CREVAA clients who 

were given the robotic pets.  

 

                                 —Courtesy of FTAAAD 

      Have you seen our Mobile 
Vaccination Vans around the Tri-Cities? 
FTDD has partnered with Ballad Health, 
BCBS Tennessee Foundation and Region 
AHEAD to provide all of the resources 

needed to 
administer 
COVID-19 
vaccinations 
at locations 
all across 
Northeast 
Tennessee. 
Since the 

clinics started in May, anyone age 16 or 
older has been able to get a shot by 
qualified professionals. Identification is 
not required to get vaccinated.   
      Greater Life Church of Kingsport, one 
of the first stops, was chosen at the 
request of Pastor Brann and his wife, 
Angela, who wanted another way to 
reach out to the community to give back 
and do their part to make everyone 
safer. Twenty-three members took 
advantage of these free vaccinations. 
      Friendship Baptist Church in Johnson 
City was another successful outreach 

event for the vaccine team. Sixteen 
community members were vaccinated 
after Pastor Lattany preached a message 
about the importance of the Take A Shot 
on Life campaign. He wanted all 
community members, especially in 
underserved areas, to be served by 
these clinics.  
      Church member Mrs. Charles 
Charlton said that she was happy to be 
able to take the shot. Another church 
member stated that she was scared to 
get the vaccine, but being at the church 
made her feel at ease.  
      St. Dominic’s Catholic Church hosted 
another outreach event that offered its 
many Hispanic members a translator to 
help fill out forms for the shot. A family 
of five was vaccinated just in time for 
their summer vacation, and another 
person who had just celebrated their 
18th birthday also decided to take the 
shot on life.  
      After each community member is 
vaccinated, they are offered a T-shirt, a 
bottle of water, and a reminder card for 
their second shot.  
      These vaccinations had an added 

bonus as well. Some church 
members stated that they will 
be reaching out to FTAAAD for 
support or services. They were 
grateful for the agency 
brochures that were handed 
out, as many were not aware of 
FTAAAD or the programs and 
services offered.  To ensure that 
even more people learn about 
FTAAAD services, additional 
materials will be stocked at each 
of the churches. 
      To learn more about the 
Take A Shot on Life campaign, 
visit TakeAShotOnLife.com.     
                       —Courtesy of April    
                           Morgan, FTAAAD 
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      MyRide Johnson County is a 

growing, sustainable, senior-friendly 

volunteer transportation service 

where volunteers use their own 

vehicles to carry older riders to 

various destinations, including 

medical appointments, grocery 

stores, barbershops, to pay bills, and 

much more. Rides are provided 

Monday-Friday, and priority is given 

to doctor appointments. 

      Along with similar MyRide 

programs in Jonesborough, 

Kingsport, and Greeneville, MyRide 

Johnson County fills a critical need for 

older adults who are no longer able 

to drive themselves. 

      Since the inception of MyRide 

Johnson County on November 5, 

2018, volunteer drivers have driven 

MYRIDE JOHNSON COUNTY WINS $10,000 GRANT 
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What you know—or don’t know—
about falls can make a big difference 
in your risk for having one. Take this 
quiz and find out how much you 
really know. 
 
1. What are the chances a person 
65 or older will have a fall this year? 
A.  1 in 100  
B.  1 in 38 
C.  1 in 10 
D.  1 in 4    
2. What percentage of hip fractures 
are caused by falls? 
A.  95%  
B.  67% 
C.  42% 
D.  12%  

FALL PREVENTION MONTH:  TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

FIRST TENNESSEE AREA AGENCY ON AGING AND DISABILITY     FTAAAD.ORG  

 
                                   

6. To avoid a fall at home, you 
should: 
A.  Avoid moving around  
B.  Get rid of throw rugs 
C.  Move around quickly 
D.  None of the above  
7. My doctor is the only one who 
can tell me how to avoid falls. 
A.  True  
B.  False 

 
Answers:  
1.  D;   2.  A;   3.  B;   4.  D;  5.  D; 
6.  B;   7. B 

               —Courtesy of Wisconsin  
                   Institute on Health Aging 

16,258 miles while giving 1,782 rides 

to seniors.  

      And now MyRide Johnson County 

has even more bragging rights for 

their United Way of East Tennessee 

Highlands Innovation Grant Award 

win! They beat out many other local 

nonprofit organizations to become 

one of six finalists who performed an 

in-person presentation in front of 

judges on June 8 at Winged Deer 

Park.  

      There the MyRide staff and 

volunteers performed an innovative 

and touching presentation on the  

life-changing impact of MyRide 

Johnson County which won over both 

the audience and the judges for the 

first-prize award. 

      Thanks go to Kathy Motsinger, 

Danae Watson, Johnson County 

Senior Center and all the supporters 

from Johnson County that made the 

MyRide Johnson County program so 

successful. Please join us in 

congratulating this great program!   

                            —Courtesy of FTAAAD 

3. An increased risk of falling also 
means increased risk for: 
A.  A head cold  
B.  A car accident 
C.  Tennis elbow 
D.  All of the above  
4. Fear of falling has consequences, 
including: 
A.  Greater risk of another fall  
B.  Feeling lonely/socially isolated 
C.  Increased muscle weakness 
D.  All of the above 
5. Which of these factors can 
contribute to a fall? 
A.  Vision problems  
B.  Medications 
C.  Shoes and other footwear 
D.  All of the above  

https://www.facebook.com/UnitedWayETNH/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSSZLB9NwlZhMbuxa8TYPOK39mKcseP2PEHiNv4Jj8Fvyw0l3nFTS9cG4yq4ELDYWRLEBXhQxxeEPXJEQlPEzIjQ_tH9a3hYibpGMx-oO1_GfAQKWPO14OoaiRGeG62C8RmZroa4tUXuYS73DeV9j_jpNzWYTROFnPy2Sz6WmYIM2Z8vc0ladtV-qr80bJTB5RaxOCwtyl
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedWayETNH/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSSZLB9NwlZhMbuxa8TYPOK39mKcseP2PEHiNv4Jj8Fvyw0l3nFTS9cG4yq4ELDYWRLEBXhQxxeEPXJEQlPEzIjQ_tH9a3hYibpGMx-oO1_GfAQKWPO14OoaiRGeG62C8RmZroa4tUXuYS73DeV9j_jpNzWYTROFnPy2Sz6WmYIM2Z8vc0ladtV-qr80bJTB5RaxOCwtyl
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      The First Tennessee Area Agency 
on Aging and Disability’s Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman program advocates 
for the rights of thousands of 
residents in more than 60 nursing 
homes, assisted-living facilities, and 
homes for the aged in Carter, 
Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson, 
Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington 
counties and we need your help! 
      Trained, certified Ombudsman 
volunteers regularly visit long-term 
care facilities where they spend time 
with residents, monitor conditions, 
investigate complaints, and educate 
regarding abuse and neglect in order 
to protect residents’ rights. The 
program offers mediation, complaint 
resolution, and public education for 
both residents and their families. 
Now that COVID restrictions are 
being lifted, the need for 
independent, objective observation 
and reporting is greater than ever.  
      The FTAAAD Long Term Care 
Ombudsman program is actively 
recruiting for volunteers in the eight 
counties of Northeast Tennessee. 
Volunteer applicants must pass a 
background check and attend a 
virtual training session. For more 
information about the Ombudsman 
program, or how to become a 
volunteer, contact Debby Morrell at 
423-979-2599. 
 
                            —Courtesy of Debby  
                               Morrell, FTAAAD 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FTAAAD Website Launch 
The FTAAAD website is getting a 
much-needed overhaul this summer. 
Look for much more information on 
the programs we offer, plus news, 
videos, photos and downloadable 
applications and brochures. 

Virtual Education Series Continues 
in July, August and September 
The July 27 virtual presentation will 
be Part 2 of Lisa Smartt’s popular “I 
Thought I Was A People Person” 
program, and the August 24 
program will feature Amanda Pettry 
of Legal Aid of East Tennessee 
discussing wills, powers of attorney 
and advance directives. 

Greeneville MyRide Program Opens 
Greeneville and Tusculum seniors 
without transportation will now be 
able to enroll in the popular MyRide 
program. Call 423-588-1028 for 
more information. 

First Tennessee Senior Olympics Is 
Back This Fall 
If you missed the fun and 
excitement of Senior Olympics last 
year, we’re happy to announce that 
the games return this fall with all of 
your favorite events. Registration 
will open later in the summer. 

Tennessee Federation for the Aging 
(TFA) Annual Conference 
In-person conferences are back, and 
one of the first is TFA’s annual 
conference, to be held at the Music 
Road Resort in Pigeon Forge October 
26–28, 2021. Don’t miss your chance 
to see friends and colleagues again, 
and hear aging experts share their 
knowledge. 

COMING SOON: EVENTS TO WATCH FOR! 
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First Tennessee Area Agency on 
Aging and Disability 
 
3211 N. Roan St. 
Johnson City, TN 37601 
 
1-866-836-6678 (Toll-Free) 
1-877-801-0044 (SHIP) 
423-926-8291 (Local) 
 
Request@ftaaad.org (Email) 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Kathleen McLaughlin 

 

we’re on the web: 
www.ftaaad.org 
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No person shall, on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity 
receiving federal financial assistance. 
 
The services of the FTAAAD are funded in part by 
Title III of the Older Americans Act and State funds 
through grants from the Tennessee Commission 
on Aging and Disability.  Contributions are 
encouraged to support all programs but no one is 
refused service for inability to pay. 
 
The FTAAAD is part of the First Tennessee 
Development District. 

 

Scan our QR code to go 
directly to the FTAAAD 

website 

 
 

www.facebook. 
com/ftaaad  
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FTAAAD/FTDD 
Staff Wear  
Purple to  
Celebrate  
World Elder 
Abuse  
Awareness  
Day on  
June 15. 

FTDD got a  
logo makeover 
and all new  
signs for the  
Johnson City 
office. The 
FTDD website 
Is new, too! 

MyRide  
Johnson  
County pulled  
out all the  
stops when  
they competed 
for (and won!)  
a $10k grant  
from United  
Way. 


